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 Luke tells us in Chapter 13, “… Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made 

his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, ‘Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?’ 

Jesus said to them, ‘Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell 

you, will try to enter and will not be able to.’ 

Friends, the door to having a rich, fulfilling life is always a narrow one. Consider that thought 

for a moment and you will know it to be true. Many come to life’s open doors but only a few 

make it through. Thousands of new businesses are started each year, but only a small number 

succeed. The ones that grow to be large are even fewer. 

 Why then should we be surprised at what Jesus said? 

Living a rich and fulfilling life requires dedication and sacrifice. Common sense tells us that. A 

rich and meaningful life of any kind requires dedication and sacrifice. How can Christian faith 

demand any less? People who are successful in any worthwhile endeavor know they will have 

to pay a price. 

You can’t abuse your body with tobacco or alcohol or illegal drugs or too much sugar or too 

little exercise and still be in great shape. You can’t be an effective salesperson and sit in 

Starbucks sipping coffee all morning unless, of course, you have customers who like to sit 

around and sip coffee too. You can’t build a lasting relationship with your spouse and 

compromise your wedding vows. Successful living requires making hard choices. 

And we do not like having to make hard choices.                                                        

Narrow Thinking 
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Please spread the word so that all children and young people can have the opportunity to join this fun 

group. The purpose of the program is to help young people enjoy time together while developing a love 

of God, good values, faith in times of difficulty and to interact in a positive way with others. This will 

be done through stories, crafts, videos, games and music while teamwork and youth leadership are 

developed. The program is not specific to any one religion /denomination but is based on Christian 

values. Program starts September 29th, 2019 and runs from 11:00am to 12:00 each Sunday at 

Thorburn Union Church. For further information or sign up, please contact/text Darlene Reeves at 

(902) 921-0639 or darlreeves@hotmail.com  

 

 

             Narrow Thinking (con’t) 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER NEWSLETTER  

It appears to me that there is a great temptation today to settle for a sentimental, sloppy religion that soothes 

us, caresses us, and requires nothing of us. We forget that the symbol of Christian faith is not a cushioned 

pew but a cross. 

But listen to a paradox: the door is narrow, but it is wide enough for all who truly want to enter. Nobody 

needs to be excluded. It makes no difference what your past has been. It makes no difference who you are 

or what you have or have not accomplished. The door was open for the prodigal son, it was open for the 

woman at the well who had five husbands and was living with a man out of wedlock and it is big enough 

for you, by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Folks, successful living requires commitment. It requires hard choices. Everything in our daily lives tells us 

that. But the rewards far exceed the price. Someone once said that Jesus Christ didn’t come into the world 

to make bad people good, but to give dead people life. That is the possibility he offers you. The door is 

narrow, but not so narrow that you may not come inside whenever you are ready. 

Rev. Greg Dickson 

Interim Moderator 
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Varia 

Our congregation continued to thrive over the summer under the capable leadership of John Reeves.  We 

enjoyed special musical guests on Sunday mornings which added to our services.  Manon Potvin was 

recently welcomed as a new member of Union Church.  Sunday School and other church organizations 

will soon be active again and we look forward to a busy Fall/Winter season. 

Our congregation was saddened by the death of two long-standing members of our church family, Fred 

Livingston and Don McKay. They will be fondly remembered; Fred for the twinkle in his eyes whether 

you saw him at home, in church or the East Side Restaurant.  How can we forget the warm hugs we got 

from Don on Sunday mornings? Our thoughts and prayers are with their families at this time. 

Submitted by Gail Jordan 

Thorburn Union Church Sunday School 

 All children and young people, including 

surrounding areas, are very welcome ! 
 

mailto:darlreeves@hotmail.com
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          (excerpt from The Evening News, April 15, 2001) 

 The children of Union Presbyterian Church, Thorburn, began their church family’s Easter observances 

on Palm Sunday, setting the tone for the coming week. Maria MacIvor and Ryan Pitts greeted the congregation 

with the weekly bulletins. 

Children entered the sanctuary waving palm branches, gifts from Mary Stewart and Dorothy MacLellan. During 

the special time with their minister, Rev. Glenn MacDonald, some assisted him with the distribution of palm 

gifts to the congregation. 

Old and New Testament scripture readings were done by Jessica Hill and Katie Munro. The classes then left for 

their own place during the singing of the hymn Hosanna Loud Hosanna. 

On Maundy Thursday, evening service was held in Sutherlands River Presbyterian Church with the combined 

choir leading, assisted by the music group Manna. Choir director Susan MacKay was organist. 

Readers were Marlene MacLellan and Everett Jeans. MacDonald led the congregation in the candle lighting 

portion assisted by Nina Clarke. The Drama of Creation, the Drama of Incarnation and the Dram of Salvation, 

with songs by Manna, led into the sacrament of holy communion. 

Good Friday morning, the men of the church held their annual breakfast in Union church hall with guest speaker 

Lorne MacLeod. At 11 a.m., the congregations gathered for the service of Tenebrae commemorating the 

sufferings of Christ on the Cross. Readers included Logan Chisholm, Evelyn McKay, Anne Henderson, Palmer 

MacLellan, Gerald MacLellan, Raymond Kirk, Gilbert Fraser and Don McKay. The choir anthems, All Because 

O God’s Amazing Love, and O Dearest Lord, completed the service. 

On Easter Sunday the children again joined in for an intergenerational church service with a large attendance. 

Many attentive children sat with parents and grandparents, observing in silence the reception of new members 

and sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

Easter hymns of praise included Jesus Christ Is Risen Today and Thine Be the Glory. The New Testament 

scripture readings were read by Barbara Palmer and Viola Johnstone. 

Those received into membership either by profession of faith or by transfer included Cindy Livingston, Ricky 

Livingston, Robert Livingston, Angie MacDonald, Rodney Meisner, Marion Oliver, Sherri Taylor, Beverley 

Thorne and Elizabeth Frenette. MacDonald’s message, tailored for the understanding of all ages, was titled The 

Triumph of the Spirit of God Over the Hard Places of Life. 

Bulletins were given by David and Alice MacDonald; on Easter Sunday they were in memory of George Munro 

by wife Pearl, sons William and Sheila, Arthur and Brenda, George and Ann, and their families. 

At an afternoon service of worship in Valley View Villa, Riverton, the choirs of both churches accompanied 

MacDonald, elders and friends for an Easter message. 
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 September  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Services: 

9:30: Sutherland’s 
River 

11:00: Thorburn 
 

2 Labour Day 
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8 Services: 

9:30: Sutherland’s 
River 

11:00: Thorburn 
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15 Services: 

9:30: Sutherland’s 
River 

11:00: Thorburn 
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  

22 Services: 

Communion Sunday                 
9:30: Sutherland’s 
River 

11:00: Thorburn 
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
10:00: Cradle Roll 

26  
11:30: Community 
Soup Lunch 

27  
 

28  
 

29 Services: 

9:30: Sutherland’s 
River 

11:00: Thorburn 
11:00: Sunday School  

30  
 

Matthew 9:37-38 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 

 

 October  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6 Services: 

9:30: Sutherland’s 
River 

11:00: Thorburn 
11:00: Sunday School  

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13 Services: 

9:30: Sutherland’s 
River 

11:00: Thorburn 
No Sunday School 

14 
Thanksgiving 
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20 Services: 

9:30: Sutherland’s 
River 

11:00: Thorburn 
11:00: Sunday School  

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  25  
 

26  
 

Services: 

9:30: Sutherland’s 
River 

11:00: Thorburn 
11:00: Sunday School  

28  
 

29  
 

30  
10:00: Cradle Roll 

31 Halloween 
11:30: Community 
Soup Lunch 
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http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/matthew/9/

