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What Is Ministry?

For most of my life, the word ministry seemed to be reserved for the elite, extraspiritual people among us who felt called by God and went through years of
training to answer the call of God. People were “called to the ministry” and to
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But then, as I became a minister myself, I realized that my mentality and beliefs
about ministry were too narrow and unbiblical. Today, I can easily see that every
follower of Christ is essentially “called to the ministry” because ministry is simply
what Christians do for God.
In Acts 6, the apostles made a big organizational decision. When they say that they
devoted themselves to the “ministry of the Word,” the word “ministry” in Greek
was essentially the same word they used for “serving tables”. The word means,
very simply, to serve or execute the command of someone else. In scripture, no
matter where we look, we find that the word “ministry” means a type of general
service.
So, does that mean that there is no distinction between any type of ministry and that
no matter what we do - whether it is serving tables, teaching Scripture, taking out
the trash, or watching kids - is all equal in importance?
No. There are definitely orders of importance. The main goal for every believer,
every church, and every organized ministry in the church must be to work together
to proclaim the gospel to the world around us with our actions as well as words, so
that, through the church, the “…manifold wisdom of God might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places”. (Ephesians 3:10)

MAY/JUNE NEWSLETTER

page 2

What Is Ministry? (con’t)
We are all called to(con’t)
do ministry and be ministers - but in all kinds of different ways so that the
gospel can be proclaimed, the kingdom can be built, and God can be glorified. The important
distinction between what kind of ministry we do is not who we are, what job we do, or even
what abilities we have — it is the calling of God.
So, ministry is not the calling of some, but the privilege of all believers. It is about giving of
ourselves and our time, talents, and resources to bless and help others. The cry of the minister is,
“someone’s got to do it, so it might as well be me.”
Rev. Greg Dickson,
Interim Moderator

No Time, a Poem of Reflection
NO TIME
The

I knelt to pray but not for long. I had too much to do.
I had to hurry and get to work for bills would soon be due.
So, I knelt and said a hurried prayer and jumped up off my knees.
My Christian duty was now done, my soul could rest at ease,
All day long I had no time to spread a word of cheer.
No time to speak of Christ to friends; they’d laugh at me I fear.
No time, no time, too much to do. That was my constant cry.
No time to give to souls in need, but at last the time to die.
I went before the Lord and stood with downcast eyes,
For in his hands, he held a book. It was the Book of Life.
God looked into his book and said, ‘Your name I cannot find.’
I once was going to write it down, but never found the time.
Author unknown

Thorburn Kiosk Society
The Thorburn 150th Historical Kiosk Society will be hosting an information session
on May 12th at 6:30 PM in Union Presbyterian Church Hall. If you have any pictures,
documents, etc., to share bring them along. (There will be a scanner on site.) The
Committee, with John Ashton Historian and Graphic Designer, will be there to gather
information and answer any questions. Come out and help prepare for Thorburn’s
150th Anniversary.
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Union Church Friendship Club (U.C. Friends 2022)

U.C. Friends met for their first evening of fun and fellowship in April! This new group for young
people is to provide a positive, caring environment where everyone is respected and encouraged
while building confidence and a feeling of value in our community. Themes for the events are based
on the Fruit of the Spirit values found in the Bible - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Our first theme was kindness. We also played Group
Pictionary, decorated cupcakes and Jillian led us in song with Peace Like a River.
U.C. Friends is open for ages 8 to 14 and is a safe environment to make new friends and learn new
things while having a good time! The group will meet the last Wednesday of each month at 6:30 to
8pm at Union Presbyterian Church Hall in Thorburn. Please pass the information on to any young
person who you think might be interested. For more information or to sign up, please text Darlene
Reeves at (902)921-0639 or email darlreeves@hotmail.com.
Top above the
group is engaged
in an activity with
Jillian. On the left
they are in smaller
groups for
refreshments and
at the right a
couple young
people are
decorating their
cupcakes with
Susan.

We offer our sincere condolences to the family of Josie Butler on the death of her husband,
Carl, earlier this month. You are in our thoughts and prayers at this sad time.
Also, our sincere condolences go out to the family of Evelyn McKay. Evelyn was involved in
our church life for many years and her support and caring nature will long be remembered.
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Great Depression Memories

A good example from the past that certainly gives meaning to the bible quote,
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13.

